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Abstract

Many non-governmental organizations have been working to improve the socio-economic problems of
street children. In line with this, the main objective of this study was to assess the role of non-
governmental organization in mitigating the socio economic problem of street children in the study
area. In order to achieve the objective of the study, the researcher used qualitative research approach
and descriptive research design.The data was collected from key informants and other research
participants through semi-structured interview, focus group discussion and observations. Research
informants were selected through purposive sampling techniques. Moreover, supplementary data was
obtained from pertinent published and unpublished documents.The findings of this study revealed that
the main reason for the exposure of children to the street life in the study area were poverty, family
disintegration, neglect and violence at home, lack of educational opportunities, to escape from work
demandat home, to find a shelter, to escape from family punishment, peer pressure, migration,
death of parents and sexual violence.The study also found that there are different challenges that
face non-governmental organizations when they support street children like luck of transportation,
budget, medical professional and luck of adequate equipment’s for the services of food and others.The
findings also confirmed that the support that provided by these non-governmental organizations are
place of residence, meal services, clothes, hygiene materials and teaching materials. Those non-
governmental organizations support those children in two ways:- by taking into their organization and
support with their family. Thus, researcher conclude that their role is not enough when we compare
with the problems. But the problem of street children was not the issue that should be left to non-
governmental organizations. Thus, the researcher recommended that,efforts should be made by all
Stake holders 'Governmental, Non-governmental and community based organizations and by the
public at large. All the stakeholders need to work hand in hand in order to alleviate the multi-faceted

problems of these unfortunate children.

Keywords:-Bishoftu, Challenges, NGOs, Socio-economic problem, Stakeholders, street children
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INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the study
Street children are an international problem. Children who are tied to the street experience emotional,
physical, and sexual abuse, according to the World Report on Violence Against Children. They are at

risk of being trafficked, exploited for labor, and sexually (Piheiro, 2006).

Due of their floating nature, it was challenging to determine the accurate number of children living on
the streets around the world rather than to an estimation. They do not have a fixed address; they
frequently move jobs, making it difficult to pinpoint their actual location (Petel, 1990 in Pietkiewicz,
2012).However, according to UN reports, there are currently 150 million or more street children in the
world who, for a variety of reasons, live the most of their lives on the streets. Approximately, according
to UNICEF (2000) there were around 18 million street children in India , which was the highest in

world.

The term "street children™ was first used by Henry Myhew in 1851 in his essay on the "London Labor
and London Poor," according to Ennew (1994), and it only became widely accepted when the United
Nations declared 1979 as the "year of the child."The most often used definitions now are from UNICEF
(Lusk 1989), and they are divided into two categories: "children on the streets” and "children of the
streets.” These two names are derived from Latin American experiences. When we refer to "children on
the street," we mean those children who spend a lot of time laboring on the streets before returning
home at the end of the day. "Children of street "are those who make the streets their primary place of
residence and go there to work, play, and sleep. They are socialized outside of the home and school and

are substantially fewer in number.

Many various sorts of abuse, such as economic and sexual exploitation, gender discrimination in health
care and education, and involvement in armed war, impact children in Africa.Migration, early
marriage, inequalities between urban and rural areas, households with children as the head of family,
and poverty are additional factors that affect African children.

Furthermore, sub-Saharan Africa has the greatest prevalence of child labor in the world, with 80 million
children or 4 out of every 10 children under the age of 14 working there.(ACERWC,2009).In Africa, it

1



was challenging to obtain the most recent figures on the number of street children due to their way of
living.However, some recent figures on street children in various African nations indicate that:Most
street children in South Africa are between the ages of 13 and 14, and they claim that family poverty,
overcrowding, abuse, family disintegration, and HIVV/AIDS are the reasons they live on the streets.In
Nigeria, more than 95% of street kids are stigmatized as witch children, abandoned by their parents,
and forced to live on the streets.In Cairo, Egypt, there are a million or so youngsters who live on the

streets.

According to a study conducted in Ethiopia, street children work on the streets for two to three hours
every day, both before and after school. At roughly 10.7 years old, children in the majority of Ethiopian
regions begin working on the streets. African street children are the source (2010-2020). Accessible at:

http://www.childSponsorship.com (accessed 10 February 2022).

In 2004, according to MOLSA, there were around 150,000 children were living on the streets of
Ethiopia, about 60,000 of them in the capital .However aid agencies estimated that the problem was far

more serious, with nearly 600,000 street children in country wide and over 100,000 in Addis Ababa.

Of Ethiopia’s nine regional states Oromia regional state is the largest region in land size and population
where the number of children who are less than productive ages are high in number. According to
Street Invest, UNICEF and Oromia Women Children and Youth’s Affairs collaborative research in
2010/2011 4,796 street children were counted in Adamatown which is neighboring to Bishoftu town.
Bishoftu town like other first grade town in the region and its geographical location has recently
attracted many migrants, particularly from the densely populated Southern Nations, Nationalities and
Peoples (SNNPR) in search of work and a better life. The number of children living on the streets has
increased due to the town's continuing growth. Many of them are drawn to the community for the same
reasons as the adults, including the possibility of earning a good living. On the other hand, it's usual to
see kids chasing people and grabbing their clothes to ask strangers and locals for money on any given
street in the town.Additionally, small children run behind moving automobiles in order to get

donations from drivers.

According to Kibrom'sresearch(2008), 11.6% of Oromia's population is made up of children, who make
up 46% of the total population. 66% of the homeless children in the area were living in urban Oromia,

and 34% were in rural Oromia



Non-governmental organizations, or NGOs, were originally mentioned in 1945's newly drafted United
Nations Charter's Article 71. While the definition of annon-governmental organization isn't set in stone,
we can simply say that it's a group that was created without interference from or control by the
government. They are non-profit organizations, and the majority of them engage in social or

humanitarian work.

Through the planning, financing, management, and provision of advice and counseling services for
various programs designed to aid underprivileged children in general and street children in particular,
these organizations play a significant role in promoting the welfare of disadvantaged children.It was
well recognized that non-governmental organization work to fill the gaps left by local or national
government in finding a justifiable answer to the economic, social, and environmental issues that
communities face.This was due to the fact that government funding alone cannot adequately address or
resolve the issues facing street children.(UNICEF, 1986) So, the researcher want to study the role of
non-governmental organizations in mitigating the socio-economic problem of street children in

Bishooftu town,

Children are crucial in establishing a connection between the present and the future.Any given state's
future was dependent on its developing youth. Children were any society's best hope for the future
since they would have been its leaders in the future. Since the issues of street children was a global one
and not just the concern of one nation or region, everybody is responsible to solve the problem of those
children. Therefore, investing on today's children was establishing the foundation for the planet and
generations of the future.

However, these hopeful kids or children were exposed to a dismal existence (Judith Ennew and Jill
Swart-Kruger, 2003).They occupy the streets, the grounds of churches or mosques, traffic lights, and
other commercial areas (Zerihun, 2018).They are victims of trafficking, forced labor, and sexual
exploitation (Pinheiro, 2006)

It was challenging to determine the precise number of youngsters living on the streets around the world
due to their floating nature.They do not have a fixed residence; they frequently move their place of
employment, making it impossible to identify their exact location (Petel, 1990 in Pietkiewicz, 2012).

Children living on the streets are a severe hindrance to Africa's total socio-economic development, not
just as a blight on urban civilization (Kopoka, 2000). Because of the rise in famine, conflict, drought,

and poverty in Africa, there are more street children today (ibid).
3



According to Mekonnen (2011), streetismwas becoming one of the major challenges of all urban areas
of Ethiopia. Even though there are huge discrepancies on the number of the street children, the scope
and magnitude of the problem is evidently increasing in worried rate (FSCE, 2003).For instance,
MOLSA anticipated that the problem would expand by 5% annually (Mekonnen, 2011).These
estimates helped shed light on the issue and the rising number of kids living on the streets by providing
an approximation of the situation. Children have been discovered to occasionally be vulnerable to a
variety of issues due to the growing number of children living on the streets (Alamu, 2007).

Additionally, the countries social services and social protection system have a very poor track record of
supporting vulnerable children (Haile, 2008).Children would be more vulnerable to socioeconomic
problems in an environment lacking in social services and support systems, coupled with the
predominance of absolute poverty, the development of HIV AIDS, recurring droughts, and rapid
urbanization (ibid; SCUK, 2004).

They were unable to provide for their basic needs like food, clothing, and safe places to sleep, and they
also lacked access to services like health care, education, and recreation. As a result, they were
seriously affected by illnesses like depression and other mental health issues ( Dessale, 1998).Violence
was also another challenge perpetuated by older boys, members of the public and the police, sexual
abuse were another main problems they faced, as they were living unprotected life and were highly
vulnerable section of the society(Mahiderhiwot, 2014).

According to World meters elaborations of the latest United Nations data, the Ethiopian population of
2019 is estimated at 112,078,730 ranking 12" in the world in terms of population constituting 1.45% of
the world population. From these, 39.92% of total population was very young whose age ranges from
0-14 in which male constitutes 50.64% and female 49.36% . According to the Consortium of Street
Children (2009), the average age at which children first become involved in street life in Ethiopia was

10.7 years.

As population density increases, political regime and social status changes the number of vulnerable
children changes too. The current political situation of Ethiopia has also its own role in raising the
number of street children since millions of Ethiopians were displaced because of inter-ethnic conflicts
in the past three to two years In Bishoftu
also,likeothertownintheregionanditsgeographicallocationhasrecently  attractedmany  migrants,from
different parts of the country, especially from easternpartofEthiopianSomaliduetointer-ethnicconflict
between theOromoandSomaliethnicgroups as displaced and the densely populated SouthernNations,

NationalitiesandPeoples(SNNPR)insearch  ofworkforabetterlife.According to responses from the
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town's Women, Children, and Youth Affairs office, as the town has continued to grow, there have
been an increase in the number of kids living on the streets.

To the best of the researchers' knowledge, Kidist (2007) conducted a review of local research on the topic
of street children in the area under the title "Survival Strategies of Street Children and High Risk
Behaviors towards HIV/AIDS in Adama Town,” and her findings demonstrate that the issue of
streetism is more serious in Adama town. These children don't have any full-time adult supervision and
are living in extremely difficult financial circumstances. The two main factors that drive street children
away from their families are poverty and disagreement with family members.

According to Kibrom's 2008 study, "Life in the Streets of Adama: The Situation of Street Children in a
Fast-Growing Ethiopian Town," the majority of street children believed that the general public despised
them, regarded them as troublemakers, and wanted to have them removed from the streets forcibly.

Issa and Madely's (2017) study, "Socio-economic Conditions of Street Children: The Case of
Shashemene Town, Oromia National Regional State, Ethiopia,” revealed that Shashemene's poor socio-
economic conditions left street children with a challenging living environment and a lack of essential
facilities.

All studies, however, did not take into account the role of non-governmental organization in addressing
the socio-economic problems of street children, that is why it was essential to conduct this study to fill
the gap and examine the role of non-governmental organizations in doing so. Then, if we waited for
the issue to blow up, we would have missed the chance to come up with long-lasting, workable
solutions. When a problem was young, it was easier to solve than when it was mature.Therefore, the
objective of this study was to evaluate the role of non-governmental organizations in addressing the
socio-economic problems that street children have, as well as the reasons of children participating in or
becoming involved in street life and the challenges that facenon-governmental organizations in solving

the socio-economic problems of street children in Bishoftu town.

The overall objective of this study was to assess the role of non- governmental organization in

addressing the socio economic problem of street children in the study area.

The specific objective of this study was :-



To identify the main reason for which children are exposed to street life.

To assess the role of non- governmental Organizations in addressing the socio economic problem of

street children.
To examine the criteria used by non- governmental Organizations in selecting street children.

To examine the challenges that face non- governmental Organizations in mitigating the socio-

economic problems of street children.

To achieve the above objectives, the study would answer the following research questions:
I. What are the main reasons for which children are involved in street life?

I1. What is role ofnon- governmental Organizations in addressing the socio economic problem of street

children?
I11. What are the criteria used by non- governmental Organizations to select street children ?

IV. What are challenges that face non- governmental Organizations in mitigating the socio-economic

problems of street children?

Geographically, the study conducted in Oromia regional state east shoa zoneBishoftu town. And
thematically , delimited to street children that supported by Korea International Volunteer
Organization(KVO) and EgnawLegnawChildren and Elders Aid non- governmental Organizations
in Bishoftu town with the objective of assessing the role of those non- governmental Organizations in
addressing the socio-economic problem of street children, the reason for which children involved in
the street ,examine the criteria used by non- governmental Organizations to select street children and

challenges that facethose non- governmental Organizations .

Nothing can be done without having any sort of constraints and short comings. While conducting any
research it was common to come across difficulties and unavailability. So that like every researcher |
may come across problems like budget scarcity. In addition to this they may not be voluntary to be

interviewed and may give incorrect information aiming to hide their identity.To overcome these



problem as much as possible the researcher tell them the objective of study and asks those who are

voluntary to participate in the study.

It provides the knowledge and necessary information concerning the street children in urban centers of
Ethiopia, and a violation of United Nations Convention on Children’s Right. It also see the role
ofKorea International Volunteer Organization(KVVO) and EgnawLegnaw Children and Elders Aidnon-
governmental Organizations in mitigating the socio-economic problem of street children and challenges
that faces them in solving the socio-economic problems of street children in the study area. The study
also helpful to intervention or to react to this social problem for those interested in and concerned with
the issue. Finally, it would have leave the door open for more research to be conducted in this area and

serve as a reference by providing relevant information for further broad and detailed investigation

Inthisresearchwork,allmeasuresweretakentomakesurethattheresearchwascarriedout
inanethicalmanner.Researchontheissueofchildrenwasverysensitive,especiallychildrenof
thestreet. Therefore,makingethicalconsiderationwas importantanditwasthefundamentalpart of

methodologyof theresearch.

Hence,written andverbalconsentwasobtainedfromthe streetchildrenwho fulfilledthe inclusion criteria
and let them know they are part of the research
participants. Theinformedconsentwasincorporatedforthosewhoareonly voluntaryandwhowanttobepart
of theresearch and theirwillingness to beinterviewed or takepart in focusgroupdiscussions.

For thisstudy,streetchildrenwhoseage rangesfrom10-18were the researchparticipants.

Theyhavethefull right towithdraw from the interview at anytime.

TheUNICEF’s categories of street childrenwereadopted for thepurposeof this study.
StreetChildren:boysandgirlswhoseagewere underl18years,forwhichthe streethas become thehomeand
onlysourceof their livelihood.

Childrenonthe street(Street working children):-thosechildrenwhospendmuchoftheir timeinthestreet
environment,oftenworking.A  few  attendschool,mostturnhome  atthe endof eachworking

dayandstillhaveasenseofbelongingtothecommunity inwhichtheirfamilyhomeis situated. Alargemajority



ofthemmaintainsomecontinuing relationshipwiththeirfamilies (Swart-Krugerand Donald, 1994,
Mucinni, 1994)

Childrenofthe street( Street- living children ):- arethose,forwhomthe
streetshavebecomeahome,  theprimary  environmentforworking,playingandsleeping.They
aremuchsmallerinnumber,andare socializedoutsidetheschoolandthefamily.

Thisstudywasorganizedtogivecoherentflowofideas.ltwasdividedintofivechapters.

Thefirstchapterdealswithintroductionofthestudy whichincludesbackgroundofthestudy,
statementoftheproblem,researchquestion,objectiveofthestudy bothgeneralandspecific, significance of
the study,scopeandlimitationof thestudy.The secondchapter dealswith reviewrelatedliterature,the third
chapter researchmethodology,the fourthdata analysisand interpretation and thefifth chapterconclusion

andrecommendations.



CHAPTER TWO

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction

This chapter was revise the different Literatures written in the areas of the study. The main purpose or
reasons of reviewing the literature is to investigate what was already known in the field of study,
achieves concepts and theories important to the study .So, the researcher would try to revise different

literature related to research thesis.

In the beginning, UNICEF described "street children™ as "boys and girls under the age of 18 for whom
"the street" has become their home and/or their means of subsistence, and who are insufficiently
safeguarded or supervised" (Black, 1993; Glasser, 1994 in Save the children UK, 2012).

The majority of the international organizations that work on children's rights, including UNICEF and
Save the Children, use this definition and urge that children under the age of 18 should not be
employed in any capacity (SC,2011).Gurung, said that youngsters under the age of 18 who spend the
majority of their time on the streets were referred to as "street children™ worldwide (UNICEF, SC,
2007).The term "street children " was defined by the UN as : "Any girl or boy who, in the broadest
sense of the word, has made the street his or her habitual home and/or means of subsistence and who

was not adequately protected, supervised, or guided by responsible adults” ( Aptekar, 1994).

Mark W. Lusk, who was quoted in Aptekar (1994), created four groups of street children.Children who
work on the streets and go home at night make up the first category.They go to school and try not to
misbehave. The freelance street laborers make up the second group.Their links to their families are very
frail, they rarely go to school, and their level of delinquency was rising.Children from street families
who reside and work on the streets make up the third category.The fourth category consists of street
kids who have lost touch with their family. They were the actual street children, living permanently in

the streets.



There are different factors that contributing children to the street. Among these:-

*Macro level factors —community based factors which includes, urbanization, forced resettlements,
parent’s relocation without adequate planning, overcrowding, absence of education and job

opportunity, high cost of life.

*Meso level factors —are family based factors and includes family breakdown, disintegration, having no
access education, absence of job opportunity, and high cost of living, physical and psychological
maltreatment of children by parents, absence of very close relationship with their parents due to long

working hours, presence of alcoholic parents.

*Micro level factors — are factors related to personality and behaviors developed because of macro and
meso level factors and include the following: inferiority, parent’s inability to afford school fee,
uniforms and stationary. Street children’s lifestyle, place of living and working condition places them
within the category of the most vulnerable children. Their rights to better life, education, shelter, food,
health care, parental care, protection from physical and emotional abuses, forced child labour and use
of addictive drugs are violated or denied (SC, 2013)

The unwillingness to understand the root causes of the increasing number of street children, was the
main reason for the incapability to address the issue. Despite labeling street children as “vulnerable” or
“children at risk and who are in need of protection”, the prevailing view was that they are really
“delinquents” and come from very poor backgrounds. Government policies are often confined to a legal
approach and tend to ignore the root causes of the problem (ESCWA, 2009).For the above reason they
remained being one of the marginalized groups who still have no the capacity to fulfill their basic
necessities. The street children rights are violated as they face problems like, physical and
psychological abuses, exploitation, health hazards, stigma and discrimination. They do not have access
to basic services that are freely rendered including health care and education which are essential for the

overall child and youth development (Goal Ethiopia, 2013).

Mostoftheresearchconductedglobally regarding thestreetchildphenomenonindicatesthat povertywas

thesinglemostimportantfactorinfluencingchildrentoleavetheirhomes(WHO,2000).Inastudy
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of108streetchildreninthePakistanicities, 75%ofinterviewedchildren cited povertyas the primaryreason
forbeing on thestreets; inadequate familyincomesforced them to seek employment in theinformal
economy/(Ali etal., 2004)

According to Scanlon (1998), millions of children worldwide reside on the streets. These kids are
among the most underprivileged; many of them lack access to healthcare and education, and some of
them have already experienced violence before they started living on the streets. Many people believe
that street children are useless, and many nations have adopted violent and punishing methods to get rid

of them.

Children on the street live in extremely harsh and deplorable conditions.The street children's human
and democratic rights are violated, as stated by UNESCO in its 2008 description ofthem: "Being a
street child means going hungry, sleeping in unsanitary places, facing up to violence and sometimes
becoming an expiatory victim; it means growing up without companionship, love, and protection; it
means not having access to education or medical services; losing all dignity and becoming an adult
before even having been a child." These children's basic needs must be met, and the government and
international communities have a duty under international law and morality to ensure that children's

rights

UNICEF (2007) on its side expressed the current condition of urban children, particularly the street
child, was a cumulative consequence of: rural landlessness and unemployment, rural out-migration,
municipal inability, absence of good governance; mismanagement of municipal and national resources;
environmental degradation; eroding spirituality, values, and support structures; increasing urban
violence. In comparison to any other decade, the decade 1960-1980 saw the highest number of births in
urban areas. Because they have few options for the future and are more likely to be born and raised in
urban, low-income surroundings, these children become trapped in the cycle of poverty, endangering
not just their own development but also that of their communities and the nation as a whole.

AUNICEF reportstatesthatchildrenwhoworkonthestreetsoftencomefromslumsand squatter settlements
where  poverty andprecarious  familysituations werecommon, where schoolsareover-

crowdedandpoor,andwheresafeplacestoplay simply donotexist (UNICEF, 1997).

A comparison on the natures of street children in three continents suggested, in  Africa
majorityofstreet dwellers were categorized as livingon thestreet due to the existenceof push

factorslikemotivationoffamily members,unfavorableeducationalenvironment,andlackof basic
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needs(Habtamuand Arindam, 2016).
FewresearcheshaddoneinAddisAbabaandsomeothermajorcitiesalsoindicatethat familypovertyis the
majorcauseforchildren tojoin the street(FSCE,

2003).TheappearanceofstreetchildreninAddisAbaba(andtoalesserextentintheothertownsofEthiopia),w

as integrallytied tothephenomenonofurbanpoverty. Kibrom(2010),inhisstudy
ofthesituationofchildrenonthestreetinAdamatown,stated culturalpressure asacause
thatpushchildrentothestreet:parentssendtheirchildrentothe city
toworkandearnmoney,firstasshoeshineboys,thenaspetty traders(peddler)(locally

knownas‘sukBederetie‘)withanambitionto becomeasmallshopkeeper,andthentomove up the ladder to
the status of shop owner.

According to (Shimelis, 2015) non-governmental organizations have no long history of serviceto the
peopleofEthiopia. Their  involvementintheeconomicandsociallifeoftne  country  beganinearly
20™century. Theirforcefulinvolvementinthedevelopmenteffortsof the country however, starts with the
drought induced famine of 1973/74. Initiallytheir operationsfocusedonreliefthatsavedmillions

oflives.Sincethen they havebecomea permanent featureinthe country’sdevelopmentprocess.

Thereoccurrence  ofthe  1984/85droughtgaveafurtherboosttothegrowthofnon-  governmental
Organizations operations(CRDA,2004).Thenumberofnon- governmental Organizations
continuedtogrowaftertheoverthrowof the military
regime(Dergue)in1991.However,theiractivitieswereprincipallylimited
toreliefandrehabilitationbeforethey =~ becamemoredevelopmentoriented(CRDA,2006).As  thenon-
governmental Organizations wereincreasinglypulledintothedevelopmentfront,theirroleand areas
ofintervention changed. Thegrowth of non- governmental Organizations hasbeen robust over thelast
two to threedecades. Thenumberofnon- governmental Organizations especiallyindigenousnon-
governmental Organizations hasbeenrising.Theircapacitytoplay a
discernibleroleinthecountry’sdevelopmentagendahasbeensteadilygrowing(CRDA,2004).
InstitutionalcareofchildreninEthiopiaisintroduced by missionariesandincreased
significantlyasaresponsetoneedsofunaccompaniedchildrenatemergency feedingcenters
duringthedroughts and famines in1984-85(JohnWilliamson,2000).
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As it was cited in (Habtamuand Arindam, 2016)meta-analysis research in Africa,
particularlyinEthiopia,thereareanumberofnon- governmental Organizations
workingforstreetchildren.Among them,12non- governmental Organizations wereworkingexclusively
inEthiopia.Accordingtodatarevealedfromfour articles in Ethiopia359,960 childrenweresupported
bythesel2non- governmental Organizations.lthas beenfoundthat AbebechGobena Orphanand
School,a localnon- governmental Organizations inEthiopia,supported250,832street children through

provision of education

InEthiopia,thenumberofcivilsocietyorganizations(CSOs)workingonchildrightissues

andchildprotectionserviceshasbeenincreasingovertimesincethecountry  hasratifiedthe CRC. A
government report came out in 2005 indicated that there were around 70
organizationsworkingonchildrightissuesinthecountry,outofwhich48wereindigenous.

Adocumentfromthe AfricanChildPolicy Forumprovidedalistof132non-governmental
organizationsdeliveringsupportandservicesforchildren.The listofnon- governmental Organizations
working onchild mattersinthecountry was alsoprovidedontheChildRightsInformationNetwork(CRIN)

websitetogether with adescription of their areas of engagement and capacities.

Thenon-governmentalorganizationtaking part inchildmattersincludeUNICEF,otherUN
affiliatedbodies,savethechildrenorganizations,aswellasmany otherconcerned
humanitarianorganizationsandassociations.There arealsomass basedassociationsthatcan mobilize
largenumberofpeoplesuchasreligiousorganizations,youthandwomen’s associations,community based
organizations,self-helpgroups,andtraditionalassociations.
Majoritiesoftheseorganizationswerefocusedandengagedondeliveryofvariedformsof
careandsupportservicestochildren,whilesomearemorefocusedonpolicy levelissues: advocacy,
research,awarenessrising,andsensitization. Afewofthemalsocombine both policy and operational
interventions. Quite a large proportion of non- governmental Organizations are engagedin delivery
orfacilitationofvariedformsofproactiveandreactivesupportsandservicesto children identified to beat
high risk aswellas thosewho arevictimized. Very many
ofthemaredirectimplementerswhileafewones,particularlythosewithlarger financial sourcesand
foreignnon- governmental Organizations such as the,,Savethe Children*“organizations, do provide
financial and technical support to theimplementingnon- governmental Organizations

andgovernmentagencies.
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Accordingto(UN,1980)Non-governmentalorganizationsareanyofthoseorganizations
whicharenotpartof ~ governmentandhavenotbeenestablishedas  aresultofanagreement  between
governments.Non- governmental Organizations
canberesearchinstitutions,professionalassociations, trade unions, chambers of commerce, youth
organizations, religious institutions, senior citizens'
associations,touristbodies,privatefoundations,politicalparties,Zionist organizations,funding
ordevelopmentinternationalandindigenousagenciesandany other organization ofanon-governmental
nature(quotedbyPadron,1987:70).

Theyareformedbyindividualsoragroupofpeoplewhohavecommoninterestsandare private,not-for-
profitandoperatewithinalegalframework.Theseorganizationswork to benefit people otherthantheir
members/workers (Ibid).
Unlikegovernments,whichusuallyfocustoreachsocietyasawholebothinsocialand

spatialdimensions,non- governmental Organizations have
restrictedandlocalizedperspectivesandinterestsof specific
partsofcivilsociety. Theyactatmicrolevel tomeetefficiencyandefficacy although their action might
lackefficacyatmacro level (Fantz, 1987:99).Tracing backto the historical importance ofnon-
governmental Organizations ,Epsteinfound thattheoriginsof non- governmental Organizations were
northernandsouthern part ofUSA.Thenorthernnon- governmental Organizations
wereestablishedaftertheendofFirstWorldWarandatthe begging
ofSecondWorldWarandextendedtheirscopesthroughouttheworld.DeBenitez illustratedtherole ofnon-

governmental Organizations =~ Committee onUNICEF (the committee comprisesaworldwide

networkof125internationalnon- governmental Organizations working on
behalfofchildreninmorethan110countries oftheworld)inproviding
basicneedsofstreetchildrenthroughoutthe world.Besidesthese
internationalorganizations,someotherlocal organizationsare alsoworkingfor theinterestof

streetchildrenindifferentcountriesoftheworld.AsocialinterventiongroupinMexico,
EDNICA isworkingnotonly forprovidingthemwithbasicneedsbutalsoforimparting different
trainingand economic support to street children. In asimilar intervention in Ethiopia, non-

governmental Organizations  incooperationwiththeBureauofLabour and Social Affairsaddressthe
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socioeconomic problemsofstreetchildren.Eventhoughempiricalresultssuggestedthat majority
ofchildrenwereexcludedfromthepurviewofnon- governmental Organizations
workinginthearea,butithas beenexpectedthattheseorganizationscan promotethewelfare
ofdisadvantagedchildrenby  planning,  financing, = managing,and  providingadvice  and
counselingservices. Non- governmental Organizations have a great role or responsibility for those
children who have not speaks for themselves or to assess their own needs in ensuring the short and
long term interests of them in addressing their relief and development programme.(Eade.et al ,1995).
Theseorganizationsplayavery importantroleinpromotingthewelfareofdisadvantaged childrenby
planning,financing,managingandprovidingadviceandcounselingservicesfor

variousprojectssetuptohelppoorchildrenin generalandstreetchildreninparticular.ltis wellknownthatnon-
governmental  Organizations inevery  sphereoftheworldseektoprovideareasonablesolutionfor
theeconomic,social,andenvironmentalproblemsofthesocietiesandbyfulfillingthegap that could not be

served by local government or state.

Each developing nation has unigue issues, varying in size and severity, and most governments want to
regulate all non- governmental Organization's activities. Based on the governance structure, it is
therefore not surprising that certain developing countries have a large number of quasi-governmental
non- governmental Organizations ."The decision -making process” is one of the most significant
difficulties facing non- governmental Organizations .Because employees expected to be treated equally
with top managers in decision-making, conflicts frequently arose between them. The internal
relationships between board members and staff members and the governance of the organizations are

additional prevalent issues. (Mukasa,2002)

Non- governmental Organizations were found to be weak at staff career development .The second
issue is one of staffing, which includes hiring, assigning, and terminating employees as well as
managing human resources and daily staff operations (Vilain,2002). Non-profit organizations employ
paid staff members who are not always volunteers. Paid staff members typically make less money than
their counterparts in the commercial private sector, have fewer organizational and professional skills,
and are among the non- governmental Organizations workers about whom the organization is most
concerned (Mukasa,2002)

A lack of institutional capacity, low levels of self-sustainability, isolation/lack of inter organizational

communication and/or coordination, a lack of understanding of the broader social or economic context,
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and difficulties managing non- governmental Organizations with operations in multiple countries are
among the most frequently cited challenging issues for non- governmental Organizations.The following
priority is planning. Another problem that non- governmental Organizations face is the lack of clearly
defined objectives, goals, vision, purpose, and even values. Most of them are acting emotionally, and
their goals and ambitions aren't really realistic. The other most problem that face non- governmental
Organizations areluck of medical professional to protect the health of these children, luck of
transportation to buy the necessity material for the children, luck of budget to take more children from
the street. Non- governmental Organizations are expressing difficulty in finding sufficient ,appropriate
and continuous funding for their work. They find accessing donors as challenging as dealing with their

funding conditions and luck of adequate equipment’s for the services of food and others.

The idea of social exclusion encompasses both having little monetary wealth and being unable to
engage effectively in economic, social, political, and cultural life, as well as having no ties to the
majority of society. It was linked to the excluded groups' inability to advocate for themselves (Duffy,
1995).The heart of exclusion, according to Kagan and Burton (2005), was the marginalization from a
flourishing social life at the individual, interpersonal, and societal levels.People who are marginalized
have very little control over their lives and resources; they risk stigmatization and the emergence of

unfavorable public perceptions. They could grow to have low self-esteem and confidence.

Campbell and Williams (2007) contend that almost every segment of the metropolitan community
rejects and marginalizes youngsters living on the streets. In many countries, children living on the street
are viewed as a threat. This misguided perception and mindset results in poorly planned and ineffective
intervention programs intended to combat the phenomena of children living on the streets (Boakye-
Boaten, 2006).

Although little was known regarding the precise form and degree of involvement of children on the
street life in Ethiopia, the WHO (2000) lists the growing number of children on the street as one of the
most important urban socioeconomic problems confronting Ethiopia today. For a little more than 15
years, governments and relief organizations have paid particular attention to children living on the
streets (Lalor, 1999). However, the number of children in Ethiopia's streets was growing at an alarming
rate.

According to Kibrom's 2008 study, "Life in the Streets of Adama: The Situation of Street Children in a
Fast-Growing Ethiopian Town," the majority of street children believed that the general public despised

them, regarded them as troublemakers, and wanted to have them removed from the streets forcibly.
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Issa and Madely's (2017) study, "Socio-economic Conditions of Street Children: The Case of
Shashemene Town, Oromia National Regional State, Ethiopia,” revealed that Shashemene's poor socio-
economic conditions left street children with a challenging living environment and a lack of essential
facilities.

Bayissa(2021) "street children Reasons for becoming ,challenging and coping mechanisms:The case of
Nekemte town Oromia National Regional state , showed that poverty were the main factor that leads
children to the street and also , abuse and mistreatment of family at home, urban attraction,
displacement and others were the main factors. His study also indicated that street children face many
challenges such as , securing basic necessities of life, abuse by adults including police and older street
children. To overcome these challenges, street children use both positive and negative coping
mechanisms.

All studies, however, did not take into account the role of non- governmental Organizations in
addressing the socio-economic problems of street children, that is why it was essential to conduct this

study to fill the gap and examine the role of non- governmental Organizations in doing so.

The idea was difficult to define because it was so wide. The classification of a certain underprivileged
group of kids as "street children™ has generated debate. This was because the needs, issues, goals, and
degree of disadvantage shared by street children and other poor kids are comparable. Because of the
detrimental effects the phrase "street child" has on children's wellbeing, there was some significant
opposition to its use (FSCE, 2003). According to UNICEF (2007), defined street child as a child for
whom the street has become his or her habitual source of livelihood; and also who was
inadequately protected, supervised, as well as directed by responsible adults. "Street children” were
described by the United Nations as "any girl or boy who is inadequately protected, supervised, or
directed by responsible adults and for whom the street in the broadest sense of the word (including
vacant homes, wasteland, etc.) has become his or her habitual abode and/or source of livelihood™ (
Aptekar, 1994). A street child was a youngster who lives on the streets regularly and who was not
receiving enough care, supervision, or guidance from responsible adults, according to UNICEF's
definition from 2007.
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CHAPTER THREE

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1. Introduction
These chapter which deals with research methodology, containsresearch approach, research design
which is the plan of the action, and sources of data. It also include, sampling technigques or procedures ,

methods and instruments of data collection.

3.2.Description of the study area

3.2.1.Area and Location

Bishoftu town is located in Oromia Regional State East Shewazone,andgeographically it occupies the
central part of the region .The name Bishoftu comes from the Afan Oromo Language called "Bishaan"
which means "Water" that comes from the existing of volcanic crater lakes named as HoraArsade,
Bobogaya, Bishoftu, Cheleka, Kilole, Kuriftu and Green lake.The zone is organized in to 12 districts
and Adama is the capital city of the zone. But the town is correspondent with the other zone in the
region In the region there are important urban centers both at Oromia and country level which includes
Bishoftu town(OUPI, 2009)
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Geographically the town was located between 8045' 8047' North latitudes and 3805" 6390" East
longitudes. It was also located at a distance of 47km from Addis Ababa to south east direction across
Addis Ababa-Djiboutiroad.The geographic coverage of the town was 3280hectares in1984 and grown
to 4520hectares in the year 2005.Because of many lakes, vast military camps, many research and
educational institutions, industrial establishments and urban agricultures centers such as Genesis Farm,
ELFORA, Poultry and ALEMA milk producers association in the town ,the town is believed to be
much larger than implied by its population size.

According to sample surveys conducted by CSA , the town had population size of 21,220 and 27,747 in the
year 1967 and 1970 respectively .Betweenthetwoperiods,thecityexperienced a high rate of population
growth, about 5.36 percent per annum. The population of the town had grown to 55655 and 73372 in
the years 1984 and 1994 respectively. The 2007national census reported that the town has population of
99,928 from this figure 47,860 were men and 52,068 were women. Concerning the religion 79.75%
were Orthodox Christian, 13.82% wereProtestant, and 4.98%were Muslim.(CSA, 2007)

The natural topography of the town with buffer zone has been characterized on the north and east flat
land which is locked by the swamp and lakes. On the south by undulating land that is dominated by
hills.The altitude of the town ranges from1900-1995meters above sea level. Thus it belongs to
woinadega (moderate zone) .According to the information obtained from Bishoftu Agricultural
Research Institute ,the average temperature and annual rainfall of the town are 26.90mm maximum and
11.280mm minimum and 694mm respectively. According to the 2016 data obtained from Bishoftu
Agricultural Research Institute April was the hottest month of the year(31.10c),while December was
the coldest month (5.30c)in the town. November was the driest month while August was the rainy
month(209.9mm)of the year in the town . The highest wind speed was registered in March(2.24m/s)
and the most common wind direction seen in the town was easterlies.(Bishoftu Agricultural Research
Institute,2016)
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Figure 1: location map of Bishoftu city.(CSA 2007)

The choice ofresearch data collectionmethodsshouldbe determined bythe hypothesesor
research questionsand the aspects oftheresearchtopicthatare the primefocusandinterest
oftheresearcher.Thechoice ofmethodstherefore dependsonthetypeofdatayouneedto collecttobe
abletotestyour hypothesesor answeryour researchquestions(Matthewsand Ross, 2010)

Based on its objective, this research focused on a qualitative research approach. The researcher select
qualitative research approach because it enables the researcher to measure people’s feelings, attitudes,
emotion and perception about a given things and it helped deeper understanding of human
experiences, phenomena &context It was also effective in identifying intangible factors such as social
norms, socio-economic status, gender roles, ethnicity , religion and so on. Qualitative research refers to
meanings, concepts, definitions, characteristics, metaphors, symbols, and descriptions of things (Berg,
2001). Qualitative methods can be used to uncover and understand what lies behind any phenomenon

about which little was yet known. It was concerned with counting and measuring things (Berg, 2001).
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According to Bryman (2008) researchers who follow qualitative approach construct knowledge and

interpret it according to the specific context and situation

Research design was the plan of action that links the philosophical assumptions to specific
methods(Cress well and Plano lark,2007).In order to achieve the objective of the study the researcher
used descriptive research design. Hence, as Anol (2012) found descriptive research design is directed at
making careful observation and detailed documentation of phenomenon of interest, attitude, ideas and
opinion as it is. The researcher also employed qualitative approach to this study due to, this approach
enables the researcher to come up with the data that cannot easily produced by statistical procedures or
other means of quantification. To collect data about human life, reality, experience, behavior, emotion
and feeling, organizational function, social movement, cultural phenomenon and their interaction with

nature. It describes phenomenon in words instead of numbers (Abo, 2020).

To achieve the objectives of the study, both primary and secondary sources of data were used. The
primary data was collected from street children in study area, Women Children and Youth Affairs
Office experts and experts of office of Social Affairs in the town and from NGOs , Korea International
Volunteer Organization(KVO) and EgnawLegnawChildrenand Elders Aid Center in the town . The
secondary data was collected from different published and unpublished documents such as journals,
books, magazines, articles, websites, research findings, policy documents, different work manuals and

other relevant documents to the research.

In qualitative research, the places and target populations were mostly selected by researchers
purposefully and that was best help them to understand the problems and research questions (Creswell,
2009). According to Berg (2001) under purposive sampling, researchers use their knowledge about a
certain group to select target populations.So, in order to identify respondents, non-random sampling
technique which include purposive sampling technique was selected.Therefore, purposive sampling
technique was used to obtain data from streetchildren that helped by Korea International Volunteer
Organization(KVO) and EgnawlLegnawChildren and Elders Aid Center NGOs and experts from

government who are working in Women Children and Youth Affairs, Office of Social Affairs in the

town.The target populations of this study, from which the units of data collection and analysis were
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drawn from street children whose age 10-18 were included in the research voluntary. The researcher
select these age ,according to the consortium of street children (2009), the average age at which
children first become involved in street life in Ethiopia was 10.7 years and also the researcher think that
these children are express their problem accurately. Through with the use of purposive sampling
technique, a total of 20 samples were taken from these groups. Out of 20respondents selected
purposefully street children constituted 12(8 boys and 4 girls) of the total respondents. The researcher
select these number because qualitative research depends on quality or kind not on number. And also,
in qualitative research the researcher wants to gain detailed knowledge about a specific phenomenon
rather than make statistical inferences. And the remaining 8respondents(6 male and 2 female)are key
informant fromnon-governmental organizationKorea International Volunteer Organization(KVVO) and
EgnawLegnaw Children and Elders Aid Center and experts from government who are working
inWomen Children and Youth Affairs, Office of Social Affairs in the town.Key informant interview
was one of the methods of data collection about how people in a group or as an individual perceive
their surroundings. This helped to understand the local community‘s personal ,communal, and
argumentative ideas, beliefs, and values within their natural and social environment. This was done by
asking similar questions for different governmental and non-governmental organizationfrom Korea
International Volunteer Organization(KVVO)and EgnawLegnawchildrenand Elders Aid Centerexperts

through the already prepared interview guidelines.

The identification and determination of data based on research objectives, research questions and
research participants, in-depth data gathering tools was important step in designing research methods.
Accordingly, in-depth interview, focus group discussion, observation and document analysis was

selected as the appropriate data gathering tools for this research purpose.

Kruger andNewman(2003) explained thatconceptformationwas anintegralpart of data analysis and
begins during data collection. Thus, conceptualization was one way that a
qualitativeresearcherorganizesandmakessenseofdataandanalyzesdataby organizingit into categories on

thebasisof themes, concepts, orsimilar features.

The researcher tooka note tosave ideas,explanationandexpressionsof participantsbasedonpre-prepared
guidelines.The transcribeddatawascodedthematically.The researcherpreparedthedata
analysisbydescribingbrieflyeachoftheparticipantsview,andbyusingdirectquotesfrom the in-

depthinterviewsandextendedcase studies.Thelocal(Amharic andAfanOromo) languages transcripts
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were translated into English language and analyzed through
triangulationofvariousdatasourcestoincreasethevalidity  andreliabilityofthefindingsof ~ the  study.
Theprimary datawascollectedvia semi-structured interview,observationandfocusgroup
discussion.Whilethesecondarydatasourcewascollectedfrompublishedandunpublished

writtenmaterialsobtainedfromdifferentsources. Theseinclude  journals,books,thesisboth ~ fromhard

andsoftcopy.To collectthisprimary data theresearcherusedpurposive sampling techniques.
Observation

Through observation we can obtain large amount of rich, interesting and valid data. It was a very
relevant tool not only to collect real and observable information about the activities and
behaviors(emotionsandfeelings)oftheinformantsunderinvestigation,but
alsoitenablesustocheckthevalidity oftheinformationproducedinotherdatacollection tools (Geoffreyet al,
2005).Moreover,observationwasappropriateforcollectingdataonnaturally occurring behaviors in their
usual contexts. Observationas amethod usedasthedominant mode
whereverdirectperceptionandrecordingofindividualorgroupbehavior waspracticable,
whichservetheresearcherasthedirectwitnessing  ofongoing  sociallifeasthepreferable  foundationof
researchwhenever  feasible  (Bryman, 2008).Inthis  research, observationwasusedtocheck
challengesthatfaced NGOs while supporting those street children and what kind of support each
NGOs providing to solvingthe socio-economicproblems of street children inthestudy area.At the same
time behaviors,activities, their relationshipor interactionsof thechildrenwithone anotherand with NGOs
they support wasobserved.

In-depth Interview

In-depthinterviewwas effective qualitativemethodwhichenablesustoknowpeople’sfeelings,
opinionsandexperiences.Aninterviewwasarelativelyinexpensiveandefficientwaytocollect  awidevariety
ofinformationthatdoesnotrequireformaltesting(Geoffreyetal,2005). Tomeetthe objectivesofthe study,in-
depthinterviewof  streetchildrenwerecrucial in ordertounderstand themain reasonsfor
whichchildrenareexposedtostreetlife,thechallengesthat face NGOs , the support or assistance that
NGOs providing to those children andtheroleplayedby
bothinternationalandlocaNGOsinmitigatingtheirsocio-economic

problems.Therefore,thistoolofdatacollectionwasmore appropriatetoobtaindetailed
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informationaboutthestreetlife ofchildren. From

20respondentsselectedpurposefullystreetchildrenconstitutes12(8boysand4girls)

ofthetotalrespondents.Andtheremaining 8respondents(6maleand2female)are key
informant. Thiswasdoneby askingsimilarquestionsfordifferent governmentalandnon-
governmentalinstitutionexperts(both localandtransnationalNGOs experts)throughthealready
preparedinterviewguidelines. K1l

wereconductedwithpeoplefrombothtransnationalandlocalexpertsofNGOsand

governmentorganizationssuchaswomen,childrenandyouthaffairsofthecity andexperts
fromsocialaffairsthroughinformedconsentinthestudyarea.Forthe key informant interview, 8people
were asked through informed consent. TheKllIparticipantswere selected purposivelyconsidering
theirrelationship with
theresearchobjectives.NGO,expertsfrombothlocalandtransnationalcomprises4respondents,twoindividual
s fromeachandthe remaining 4respondentscomprise fromgovernmentorganizationswhich have direct
relationshipswiththe issue fromoffice ofwomen,childrenandyouthaffairsand social affairs in the
city.However, theinterviewguideismodifiedwhentheinterviewwasinprogressbasedonthe
responseoftheinformant.Asitisevidentfromtheabovefigures,majorityofthesamples were
takenfromstreetchildren. Thishasbeendoneduetomore importantly;thisresearch focuses on the , reason of
exposure and role of NGO in mitigating the socio- economic problemofstreetchildren. For interview
seven (7)streetchildrenparticipantswereselected based on their willingness.For the purpose of
theseinterviews,a checklist waspreparedinorder toguide the discussion.Basedonthe responsesof the
respondentsonthe issuesmentioned under the research questions, theresearchersystematicallyraised
related issues to probe theinterest ofthe respondents for detail information. Through the above
mechanisms , the researcher attempted to get detailed information on the issue to achieve the intended
objective of the study.Thedatacollected from participantshasbeentranscribedsuccessfully
toaverttherisksoflosingcollecteddata. The interviews werealso documented through intensivenote taking.

The interview guide was prepared in Amharic and Afan Oromo.
Focus group discussion

Focus group discussion implies a group discussion in order to identify perception , thoughts and
impressions of a selected group of people regarding a specific topic of investigations(Kairuz, Crump
and O'Brien, 2007).
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Thusinthisstudy,thismethodwasemployedto findouttheirmainreasonofexposureto the street,whatthey
thinkabouttheroleplayedby bothlocalandtransnationaNGOinmitigatingtheirsocio-
economicproblemsandchanges

thatwasregisteredbecauseofassistancetheyhaveobtainedfromtheaboveorganization. Hence, the focus
group discussion was administered only for street children who have willingnessto takepartinthefocus

group discussionand it consistsof6 street children.

Inclusioncriteria

Regarding  the  selectioncriteria,itisbasedon  theresearchobjectivethus;Streetchildren  whose
agerangesfrom10-18wereselectedastheresearchparticipants.According tothe Consortium of  Street
Children (2009), the average age at which children first become involved in street lifein Ethiopiais

10.7years

Inthisstudy,qualitativemethodof dataanalysistechniquewasused.Thequalitative datathat was collected
from  systematic  observation, in  depth-interview  andfocusgroup  discussion  was
convertedintotextsandanalyzedby methodofcontentanalysis. Theresearcherlistedkey
ideas,statementsandattitudesfromthediscussionduring interviewsfor eachtopicof discussion.The data
wasorganizedinline withthe researchquestionsandobjectivesofthe study.First,
thedatawasgatheredthrough qualitative datacollection methods suchas through systematicobservation,
in-depth individual interviews, keyinformant interviews and extended
casestudies.Duringdatacollection,theinterviewertooka notetosave
ideas,explanationsandexpressionsofresearch
participants.Then,itwassummarizedandcategorizedthematically — basedonthespecific  objectives of
thestudy. Theresearcher prepared thedata analysisbydescribingbrieflyeach of
theparticipantsview,andby usingdirectquotesfromthein-depthinterviewsandextended casestudies.The
locallanguagetranscriptsweretranslatedintoEnglishandanalyzedthrough

triangulationofvariousdatasourcestoincreasethevalidity andreliabilityofthefindingsof the study
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CHAPTERFOUR

4.DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

Theresearcheranalyzedanddiscussedinthischapter, majorfindingsofthe researchbasedon
thedatacollectedusing observation,interviewandfocusgroupdiscussions.The main objective of this
study was toexaminefactorsexposing childrentothestreet, the challengesthatface NGOs ,the support
that NGOs providing to street childrenand
evaluatingtheroleofbothlocalandtransnationalNGOsinmitigating thesocio-economicproblems

ofstreetchildreninthestudyarea.

From 20 research participants 14 of them were interviewed for in-depth interview(6 street children 3
children fromEgnawLegnawEldersand children aid center, 3 childrenfromKorea International VVolunteer
Organization(KVO) and 8key informants 2experts from office Women,childrenandyouthaffairs,2
experts from office of social affairs, 2expertsfromKorea International Volunteer Organization(KVO)
office and 2experts from EgnawLegnawEldersand children aid center and 5streetchildren take part in
focus group discussion. EgnawlLegnaw Elders and Children aid center was established in 1990 in
Bishoftu town.When it was first established ,it was based on religion called KidanemihiretEldersand
children aid center. Since 2006, it has been transformed into a religion-free organization called
EgnawLegnaw Elders and Children aid center and start support street children, children with the
problem of autism and elders. Currently, the organization is helping 48 children with all expenses and
330 children with educational materials to their families .Korea International Volunteer
Organization(KVO) was an international NGOs that established in 1988 and has been supporting under
developed countries. The NGOs start his work in Bishoftutown in 1998E.C . At this time the NGO
helped 60 street children with all expenses and 551 children with educational material when the school

open and food support in a month with their families .
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The data collected from participants were organized and analyzed as follows:

Childrenwereexposedtostreetlifefordifferentreasons.ltwasvery clearthattherewas nosingle cause for
children to be exposed to the streets, rather it was a combination of economic , social , political and

cultural factors which force them in to the streets(\Vanessa,2007).

Lalor,K. (1999) stated that, children come to street life due to Economic reasons/poverty, family

reasons (divorceand death), orphaned, join friends/peer pressure, pressurized byparents.

OfficeofBishoftutownWomen,childrenandyouthaffairsindicatedthatpoverty was the firstmainfactorfor
childrentoengageinstreetlife.Childrenjoinstreetlife whentheir fathersleavehome insearchof
jobopportunities todifferentpartsofthecountry.Leaving morethanfourtofive
childrenontheirmotherswithnoincometoupbring theirchildren, many
fatherswithlessincomegotoothertownsfora longperiodoftimeinsearchofjob opportunities
andevenestablishotherfamily wheretheygowhichbecomethesecondmain reason for which children join

street life.

The researcher’sstreetchildrenrespondentsbothinfocusgroupdiscussionsandin
depthinterviewreportedthatthoughthey haveengagedonstreetlifebecauseofdifferent reasons,butpoverty

playedmajorroles.Becausewemaychooseotheroptionthan joiningstreets.The researcher
alsoobservedthatmother’swithlessincomeengagedtheirchildrentobeg running
behindforeignandtowndwellersoneverycorner ofthecity.ltwas verycommonin

Bishoftutowntoseechildrenrunning andtugging people’sclothtogetfinancialhelpfrom different people

walking on the main road.

Bishoftutownsocialaffairsofficeindicatedthatchildrenworkonthestreetstogetmoneyfor

themselvesandtosupporttheirfamilies.Somechildrenmay havebeendeniedachancetogo
toschoolorhavedroppedoutofschoolandhavenothingtodo. They canearnmoney by begging,carrying
orbearing,carwashing,drug trafficking,juggling,performing music, runningerrands, scavenging,
sexwork, shoeshiningor vending.Childrenalsoengage instreetlife toescape fromworkdemandsinthe

home.In many cultures,childrenareexpectedtoparticipateinroutinefamily tasks.Attimesthedemandson
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childrenmaybemorethantheycantake. Thisleadstothechildfeelingthatheorsheisa slaveor aservant.Such

children leavehome in search of freedom from adult demands.

Korea  International  volunteer  organization(KVO)  officeexpertstatedthat ~ becominga

streetchildstartsslowly.Whilethe livingwith
theirfamilytheymaytakesomemoneyfromtheirparentsandstayawayfromhometo escapefamily
punishmentforcertaindays.Oncethechildlefthometothestreetitwould have be
shametoturnbackhomeforthefamilyandchildrenbecauseofthecultureofthesociety. Theystay

outonthestreetsuntiltheirfamily‘sdoorswereclosed.Whenchildrenloosethe chanceto turn back to their

familytheydecide to continuelivingon the streets.

Migrationwasalsoanotherfactorwhichcanessentiallyforcechildrenintothestreet(\Vanessa,2007). Therapi
dincreaseof migrantsto urbanareasbrought aboutseverstressandstrain to
manydevelopingcountries.Better schooling, health facilities job opportunity, and life are major
reasons for migration o fchildrenfromruraltourbancenters.Duetoveryloweducationalleveland newness
to the city environment, migrant children areunable to competefor job opportunitiesinurban

areas.Thus,suchmigrantchildrenoften joinstreetlifeinorder to survive (Zerihun,2018).

According towomen,childrenandyouthaffairsofficemostchildrenaremigrating towards
thetownfromSNNPregionandengagedonsellinglottery movinginthetown.Sincethey
earnlessmoney,itwasimpossibleforthemtocovertheirdaily expenses,andthey were
engagedinrobbingpeople’sproperty atthenight.Because ofthisthecity governmentof

Bishoftutownreturnedbackandre-united133(onehundredthirty three)streetchildrentothe SNNP region

in 2019 budget year by covering their transport expenses without the willingness of the children.

The researcher’sstreetchildrenrespondentsbothinfocusgroupdiscussionsandin

depthinterviewreportedthat, they come to urban areas to think that there is better job opportunities.
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The data obtained from Bishoftu town Women Children and Youth office showed that , divorce
and death of parents were the main factors for children to be exposed to street life nextto poverty

in the town.
One of my interview child participants stated his history as follows:-

"My parentshave divorcedwhenl  was8yearsold. A yearslateraftertheirdivorce,my
fathermarried another wife.My stepmother doesnotprovidemymealontime andsufficiently
andevenshedonot want tosee me. | was always crying remembering my mum who was far
away. Our neighboringchildtoldmethathisfamilyischangingtheirresidencetoBishoftutownsince
they haveobtainedassistancefromforeigngovernmentandlaskedmy friendtoconvincehis
familytogowith them,but theyrefused to do so.Onedaymy fathercomefromthefieldwhile
Iwascryingandaskedme what happenedto me.ltold himthat mystepmotherdislikes me andshe
doesnot provide me mealproperly.Afterlisteningme,he toldme asitwashapped because ofmy
ownmistake.Since I wasangrytomy father ’sresponse I decidedtogoto
Bishoftuwhereourneighborslive.Butldidnotfoundthemandljoinedchildrenlivingon

thestreetswhoarefromwolaita.Due tothisreason,lcame tothetownandroamedaround busstation.
Ihavepassedtwoyearsonthestreet before |1 come to EngawLengaw children and Elders aid

center."

Another respondent told mehis historyasfollows:

lam 12 years old.lwasbornin DireDawa.Mymother waspassed away when Iwas
verylittle. Myfather  married another ~woman.Myfather  punishes me everytime.l
cametoBishoftutoescapefrommyfather ’spunishment.Sincelhavenorelativesinthetown I
joinedstreetlife. Ithoughtitwasshame toturnback home.lhavebeenpassed forthelast three years
before | enjoyed Korea International Volunteer organization™

As indicated above, divorce and death are among the main reasons which exposed children
to the streets. Many children join the streets to avoid violence and abuse in the
family(Kopoka, 2000). Thus,family disintegrationwas
asignificantpushfactorthatforcechildrento the streetlife.Inmostcases,streetchildrencome
frombrokenfamiliesdue todivorce, separationor imprisonmentof the parents.Lackof economic

andemotionalsupport, coupled witha lossofcommunicationbetweenparentsand
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children,oftenforcesthemtoescape  or  leavehome(Vanessa  Asensio,2007)cited in
(Shimelis,2015).

According to(SofiaandGalata,2019)childrenjoinstreetlifetoescapeabusiveparental punishment
followed by poverty, hate of their step-mothers and fathers, father-mother conflict, and parental

alcoholicbehavior.

Both Focusgroupdiscussants and interview respondents
alsoexplainedthatpunishmentforceschildrentostreets.If ~ parents  punishchildrencontinuously,they
leavehomeandengageonstreettoescape from punishment. Oneof theirfriends left homebecauseof his

father’s continuous punishment.

Keyinformantsinterviewrevealedthatpunishmentplaysgreatroleinchildrenengagement on the streets.

Peerpressureisalsoanother mainreasonforchildrentojoinstreetlife.Childrenleavetheir
homeenvironmentorfamiliesnotonly becauseoftheproblemsinthefamily,butalsodueto
thestreet‘speerfriendship. Thiscouldbedirectly  relatedwiththeperceptionsoffreedomof  thestreetlife
thatchildrenonthestreet havewhichmightinfluenceorpushes
childrenwhohavedevelopedastrongstreetconnectionwiththem.

Focus group discussion Participantssaidthat, peer pressurealsoheadedthemtothestreet;they
weremotivatedbytheirpeerfriendswhohada priorstreetexperience. Asit
wasalreadyindicatedabove,streetismiscausedby anumber ofimmediate,underlying

andbasiccausesratherthanasinglereason. Thus,childrenliving  withvariousproblems,theinformationthey

obtainfromtheirpeerseasily persuaded themto leavetheir familyhome.

One of the researcher's interview respondent revealed that work load in his family is one of his reason

to leads to street life.

Inmanycultures,especially  inruralpartofEthiopia,childrenareexpectedtoparticipatein  routinefamily
tasksandevenuptobeingthebackboneoftheirfamily.Sometimesthe demandsonchildrenmay
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beheavy.Thissituationleadsthechildtofeeling thatheorsheisa slaveor aservant.Such children leavehome

in search of freedom fromparents.

As data obtained from Focus group discussion, children decide to leave home to find shelter for their

families and for themselves in different cases.

Inovercrowdedhouseholds,childrenmay decidetoleavehometomakeroomforyounger siblingsandelderly
family members.Othersareonthestreetsbecausetheydonothavean alternative.They may
havebecomeseparatedfromtheirfamiliesduringcivilunrestortheir parents/ caretakers may have died from
illnesses such as AIDS or killed during armed  conflict.Otherchildrenmay

havenowhereelsetogowhenthey arereleasedfrominstitutions such as ajail or adetention centre.

Childrenwerenotexposedtothestreetnotonly becauseofasinglereason,ratherbecauseof

differentcomplexreasons.

Bothkeyinformantsinterviewandfocusgroupdiscussionsresultsshowedthatinter-ethnic
conflict,drought,HIVV/AIDS,unfavorableeducationalenvironment,famine,natural disasters and lack of
basic needs arealso amongotherreasons for children’s engagement to thestreets. Inaddition to these
characteristicsofchildren,theirmental capacityandcapabilities in tacklinglifeproblems,

maturitycrisisexposes them to the streets.

According to (Issa, 2019) , there are threefactorscausing thestreet children problem to
emerge.Atmicrolevel,thecausescanbeidentifiedfromtherelatedchildrenandfamily and
alsotheindependentcause  like escape  fromthefamily,askedtowork after  schoolor have
beendroppedout,adventuring,playfully oraskedby friend.Atmezzolevel,thecausesare
derivedfromfamily suchasneglectedby parents’incapability ofprovidingbasicneeds, rejected by
parents,maltreatmentordomesticviolence,difficulty ofcommunicatingwith family/neighbor,
separatedfromparents,wrongattitude tothe child,limitationof child caretakingpushing
thechildrentohavephysical,psychological,andsocialproblems.

Meanwhileatmacrolevel,thecausesidentifiedincludes:among poor people,childrenare
assettohelpfamily  improvement,theyaretaughttoworkleadingtodroppingoutofschool, ~ while  in

othersocieties, thestreet children areprospect criminals (Demartoto, 2012).
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43. THE ROLE OF NGOS INMITIGATING THE SOCIO- ECONOMIC
PROBLEMS OF STREET CHILDREN

Inordertoassesstheroleplayedb yNGOsinmitigatingthesocio-economicproblems  ofstreet  childrenin
thetown, interview was carried out with local NGOs EngawLengaw children and Elders aid
centerandtransnationalINGOs with Korea International volunteer organizations. In
Bishoftu town there are many NGOs that work on different issues. But NGOs that support the children
are the only above NGOs. So, this is the reason why the researcher, select them.

4.3.1.PROVIDING PLACE OF RESIDENCE

The data obtained from both NGOs experts interview, FGD and interview with children  assured that,
the support that providing by the EgnawLengaw children and Elders aid centerand Korea International

Volunteer Organization NGOs were place of residence.

EgnawLengaw children and Eldersaid center NGOs providing place of residence for 48 street children
and Korea International Volunteer Organizationproviding place of residence for 60 street children as
data obtained from the NGOs experts. The children views regarding the support were happy, because
before they get this assistance they sleep on the street, around bus station and others.

4.3.2.PROVIDING FOOD, CLOTHES AND HYGIENE

The others things that support by those NGOs providing meal and clothes service for those children.
As data obtained from interview, FGD with children they supported food , clothes and hygiene
materials that keep themselves and their working areas clean in order to prevent illness and diseasefrom
these NGOs.

4.3.3.PROVIDING EDUCATIONS

According to interview with the local NGOs,EgnawLengaw children and Elders aid center their
organization support 48(forty-eight) street children education services with all expenses including
theirschoolfeeupto highereducation, and support 330 children with educational materials to their
families .According to interview with Korea International Volunteer Organization NGOs their
organization support for 60(sixty) street children education services with all expenses up to primary
level and support 551 children educational material and food items with their families.
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According to the researchers interview with Local NGOs EgnawLegnawchidren and Elders aid center
experts their organization was established in 1990 in Bishoftu town. When it was first established ,it
was based on religion called KidanemihiretEldersand children aid center. Since 2006, it has been
transformed into a religion-free organization called EgnawLegnaw Elders and Children aid center and
start support street children, children with the problem of autism and elders which don't have support.
Currently, the organization is helping 48 street children with all expenses including theirschoolfeeupto
highereducation, and support 330 children with educational materials to their families .

On the other hand, the researcher's interview with International NGO Korea International Volunteer
Organization(KVO) their organization was an international NGOs that established in 1988 and has
been supporting under developed countries. The NGOs start his work in Bishoftutown in 1998E.C . At
this time the NGO helped 60 street children with all expenses and 551 children with educational

material when the school open and food support in a month with their families .

According to the researchers observation, the relationship between the children each other are a
relation like brother and sister. The children are help each other ,especially the researcher observe that
the children in Local NGOs EgnawLegnaw children and Elders aid center help the children with
problem of autism and the relationship between these children and the organization that helps them has
looked at the relation as a parent

AccordingtoFSCE,mosto f theservicesprovidedforthestreetchildrenare mainly
focusedondeliveringbasicserviceslikefoodandeducationalsupport. Otherservices
likemedicalcareandshelterwasprovidedoccasionallywithl esserextent.

Furthermore, many oftheNGOsdonotattempttotakethechildrenoffthestreet;ratherthey  opttohelp
themwhiletheyareonthestreet(Schmidt,2003). Thismight bedueto shortageof resource and absence or

comprehensive national and municipal strategytowards the problem.

4.4. CRITERIA FOR SELECTING STREET CHILDREN

As data gained from Both NGOs experts,criteria selecting street children from the street are as the
follows:
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Children who lost their family or orphan children, children with severely poor, children who have no

any support from their relatives, children who could have learned but lost the opportunity are their

selection criteria.

Intheresearcher’sinterviewwiththetownWomen,childrenandyouthaffairsofficeexperts,theirofficeinorde
rto minimizetheproblemofstreetchildrenandincreasing numberofthemin thetownthey mostly usedre-
unitingchildrenwiththeirfamiliesandreturning backtofrom wherethey
comeratherthanassistingthemandmitigatingtheirsocio-economicproblemsby working
withotherstakeholders. Interviewwiththecity Women,childandyouthaffairs indicatesthatintheyear2020
,133(onehundredthirty-three)streetchildrenfromSNNP
whoweresellingalotterywithverylessincomeandwholiveonthestreetswerere-united
andturnedbacktotheplacewherethey comefromby coveringtheirtransportationexpenses by
thetownadministration.Inadditiontothis,intheyear,2021  beforetheoutbreakofcorona  viruses(covid-
19)inthecountry,249(twohundredforty nine)streetchildrenwerealsore-
unitedandturnedbacktotheirplaceoforiginbysponsoringtheirtransportcostby Bishoftu

cityadministration.Theofficealso added thatstilltheirnumberwas increasing.

The data obtained from interview with NGOs experts, they face many problems when they helped

those children. Among the problems:-

-The medical professional to protect the health of these children
- Luck of transportation to buy the necessity material for the children

-Luck of budget to take more children from the street. NGOs are expressing difficulty in finding
sufficient ,appropriate and continuous funding for their work. They find accessing donors as

challenging as dealing with their funding conditions.

-Luck of adequate equipments for the services of food and others.

The researcher observed that there is luck of materials that support for meal services , luck of

residence place.

34



CHAPTERFIVE

This chapter presents and discusses summary of major findings, conclusion remarks and
recommendations to address the main factors contributing to the engagement of children on the street ,
challenges that face NGOs ,the support that NGOs providing to street children and evaluating the role
of NGOs in mitigating their socio-economic problem and recommendation for future research

directions

Thestudy triedtoinvestigatethemainreasonofchildrenexposuretostreetlife,assessing the roleof NGOs in
mitigating their socio-economic problems of street children,criteria used by NGOs to select street
children andchallenges thatface NGOs.Generally,four thematic areaswere
identifiedinlinewiththeobjectivesofthe study:first,toexaminefactorsexposing
childrentothestreet,second,assessing theroleofbothlocalandtransnationaNGOsinmitigating thesocio-
economicproblems ofstreetchildren third, criteria used by NGOs to select street childrenand
fourth,the challengesthatface NGOsinthestudyarea.

Thestudyrevealedthata  setofmultidimensionalfactorssuchas  poverty,deathof  parents, family
breakdown,Punishment,migration,socio-culturalfactorsandpeerpressureexposed children tostreet life.
High  expectationof  better employment  opportunities  such as  waitresses,daily
laborers,shoeshining,andat thesametimetopursuetheireducationin

eveningclasseswasalsoanotherreasons.

MostNGOsfocusedonsolvingtheshorttermneedsofthechildrenthanproviding longterm solutions
fortheir problem. From thisthe researcher ~ concludes  that  even though,
bothpreventiveandcurativeapproachwasimplementedtoaddresstheproblemsofthestreet children, the

scopewas verynarrowin both cases.
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Basedontheabovefindings,theresearcherconcludesthatthe streetchildreninBishoftucity
werefacedwithdifficultliving situationandlackofbasic facilitiesduetotheirpoorsocio-

economicconditions. Theywereexposedintothestreetsby multiplefactors,themainreason were poverty,

deathandseparation ofparents,lackoffamily’s fixedincome,peerpressures
andlackofbasicsocialamenities.Familypoverty was themainreasonforchildrentojointhe
streetlifeasitwasmostlyidentifiedby mostresearchersonstreetchildrenandrespondedby
childrenthemselves. TheappearanceofstreetchildreninAddis Ababaandother townin
Ethiopiaisintegrallytiedto ~ thephenomenon of urban poverty.Thereforereduced

incomeforcedstreetchildrentoworkonthestreetstoearn ~ moneyforthemselves.Most  oftheresearch
conductedgloballyregardingthestreetchildphenomenon indicatesthat ~ povertywas  thesingle
mostimportantfactorinfluencingchildrentoleave their homes.They havebeen forced tobother

aboutfood, safety, anda roofovertheirheads.

Based on the finding ,the two NGOs , support the children in two ways. One, by taking those children
in to their organization and support all expensesincluding place of residence, meal services, clothes,
hygiene materials and education services. In these way EgnawlLengaw children and Elders aid center
support 48(forty-eight) street children andKorea International Volunteer Organization NGOs
support 60(sixty) street children. Two support those children with their family education materials. In
these wayEgnawlLengaw children and Elders aid center  support 330(three hundred thirty) street
children andKorea International Volunteer Organization NGOs support 551(five hundred fifty one)
street children.Their selection criteria were,Children who lost their family or orphan children, children
with severely poor, children who have no any support from their relatives, children who could have

learned but lost the opportunity.

There are different challenges that face NGOs when they support street children like luck of
transportation, budget, medical professional and luck of adequateequipments for the services of food
and others. Thus, the researcher conclude that even though ,they support some children their role is
not enough when we compare with the problems. But the problem of street children was notthe issue
that should be left to NGOs. Efforts should be made by all Stake holders *Governmental, Non-
governmental and community based organizations and by the public at large. All the stakeholders need

to work hand in hand in order to alleviate the multi faceted problems of these future hopechildren.
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Basedontheabovefindings andconclusions, this studycomesup with the following recommendations.

The federalandlocalgovernmenthastheresponsibilitytomakeeffectivelegislationand
ensuringtheimplementationofthelawsprotectingchildrightsatlarge.Ofcourseitisnot
onlytheresponsibilityofgovernment,butalsothelocalcommunity,mediaandotherlocal and international

organizations had the responsibilities.

The cityadministrationshouldgivegreatemphasistoaddresstheproblems ofstreetchildren,
throughadequatefunding,andbydevelopingmorepartnershipprogramswithlocal and transnationalnon-
governmentorganizationswhichareengagedinactivitiesofassistingstreet childrenratherthansimply

forcefully returningthemtotheirplaceoforiginandunitingthem with their family.

Bishoftucitysocial Affairsoffice, Women,ChildrenandyouthAffairs,municipality,local

andtransnationalNGOs  should create job opportunitiesforstreetchildrenandenhance children’s
creativity by providing training, and reuniting voluntary children with their
families,improvingtheeconomicstatusofthefamiliesofstreetchildren,andestablishing  careinstitutions

for street children.

Bishoftutown,social Affairsoffice,Women,ChildrenandyouthAffairs and municipality encouraged more
NGOs that support street children in the town.

InternationalandlocalNGOsworking withstreetchildreninBishoftushouldcollaborateand
formworkingcommitteestosharevitalinformationandresources. Theyshouldenhancetheir

collaborationwithfederalandregionalgovernmentagenciesinformulating actionplansfor street children.

ProgramsundertakenbyNGOsand governmentsonstreetchildrenhave to focus on urban areas.

Theyhave tobemobile, reactive, quick and multi-dimensional to addresschildren's needs.

Preventiveandcurativemeasuresareneededtosolvestreetchildrenproblembymobilizing the community,

the NGOsandreligious institutions.
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Workinghand-inhandwithallstake holders,itispossibletomitigatethesocio-economic
problemsofstreetchildren.Sothatallstakeholdersshouldgiveemphasistotheissueof
streetchildreninordertheygrowupinthepropermannerandcontributetothedevelopment
oftheircountryandtosavethesechildrenfromcommitting criminal,stealing,and personality disorder,

weshould acquiremoreknowledge about their livingcondition

Finally,the researcherwantstoadvisethatthere are alsosomeissuesthatneedtobe further
studiedandresearched.Childrenonthestreetaresocialphenomenonthatwascausedby  failureofthesociety
toimplementmoralstandardsandprinciples. Thestudy revealedthe
failureoffamilyinstitutioninhandling,nurturingandguidingchildrenontherighttrackis  oneofthe  basic
causes for children’s engagementonthe street.
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APPENDICES

Appendix |

I. INTERVEIWQUESTIONERS FOR FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSIONS WITH STREET CHILDREN .
JIMMA UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF LAW AND GOVERNANCE

DEPARTMENT OF CIVICS AND ETHICAL STUDIES

Dear Children, the purpose of this study is to investigate the role of NGOs in mitigating the socio-
economic problems of street children in the case of Bishoftu town. To this end the
interview/questions are meant to gather your views/opinions about issue under study. Your genuine
responses are very important for the success of the study.Note that ,the responses to the interview are
confidential and no individual will be identifying in any report of the data. Participation is also

voluntary.
Thank you in advance.

Name of meeting place Date

Time Number of participants Male Female Total

Thank you all of you for respecting our appointment and being punctual !

1. How long have you been on the street before you come to this organization?
2.Whatis the main reason for which you are exposed to street life?

3.Whata kind of support are you getting from this NGO ?

4. To what extent has this support solved your socio-economic problems ?

5.What do you think is the solution to be the problem of street children ?

Thank you !
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APPENDICS 11
I. INTERVEIWQUESTION FORSELECTEDSTREET CHILDREN

JIMMA UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF LAW AND GOVERNANCE

DEPARTMENT OF CIVICS AND ETHICAL STUDIES

Dear Children, the purpose of this study is to investigate the role of NGOs in mitigating the socio-
economic problems of street children in the case of Bishoftu town. To this end the
interview/questions are meant to gather your views/opinions about issue under study. Your genuine
responses are very important for the success of the study.Note that ,the responses to the interview are
confidential and no individual will be identifying in any report of the data. Participation is also

voluntary.
Thank you in advance.

1. How long have you been on the street?

2.Whatis the main reason for which you are exposed to street life?
3.Whata kind of support are you getting from this NGO ?

4.To what extent has this support solved your socio-economic problems ?
5. What do you think is the solution to be the problem of street children ?

6. Is there any idea that you can add ?

Thank you!
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APPENDICS 11

INTERVIEW QUESTION TO BE DISCUSSED WITH THE EXPERTS OF NGOS ENGAGED IN ASSISTING
THE STREET CHILDREN

JIMMA UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF LAW AND GOVERNANCE
DEPARTMENT OF CIVICS AND ETHICAL STUDIES

Dear Sir/Madam, the purpose of this study is to investigate the role of NGOs in mitigating the socio-
economic problems of street children in the case of Bishoftu town. To this end the
interview/questions are meant to gather your views/opinions about issue under study. Your genuine
responses are very important for the success of the study.

Note that ,the responses to the interview are confidential and no individual will be identifying in any
report of the data. Participation is also voluntary.

Thank you in advance.

Respondents Personal information.

Name of your organization Position

1.when was your organization start these activities in this town?

2.As your organization whatdoyou think can be the main factors for children to be involved in streetlife?
3. At this time how many street children are support by your organization ?

4. What are your criteria to select those street children?

5. What type of assistance or support wasgiven to the street children?

6.What sort of problem faced you while working with the street children?

7.Doyou think that both transnational and local NGOs have played their role in mitigating the socio-
economic problems of these children?

8.Whatare the major problems facing NGOs today in playing their role to mitigate the socio-economic
problems of street children?

9.What do you think is a lasting solution to the problem of the street children?
10. Do you have any idea that you want to add?

Thank You very much !!!

44



APPENDICS IV
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS TO BE DISCUSSED WITH KEY PERSONS (GOVERNMENT
OFFICESEXPERTYS)

JIMMA UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF LAW AND GOVERNANCE
DEPARTMENT OF CIVICS AND ETHICAL STUDIES

Dear Sir/Madam, the purpose of this study is to investigate the role of NGOs in mitigating the socio-
economic problems of street children in the case of Bishoftu town. To this end the
interview/questions are meant to gather your views/opinions about issue under study. Your genuine

responses are very important for the success of the study.

Note that ,the responses to the interview are confidential and no individual will be identifying in any

report of the data. Participation is also voluntary.
Thank you in advance.

Name of your organization

1.What does your office know about street children in the town?
2.What do you think is the main reason for children to be exposed to street life?

3.What measures was taken to solve their socio-economic problems and decrease their vulnerability of
street children?

4. What type of role was played by both local and transnational NGOs in the town in mitigating the
socio-economic problems of street children?

5.Howdoyouevaluateroleplayedbythisorganizationindealingwiththeproblemofstreetism?
6. What do you think are the possible solution to solve the problem of streetism?
7. Do you have any idea that you want to add?

Thank you !
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Observation cheek List For Street Children In Bishoftu town.
1. Their relationship and behaviors with each other's and with their organizations .
2.The role played of both transnational and Local NGOs in solving their socio-economic problems .

3.How the organization support them and the problem that faced the organization
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Profileofthe Street Children

APPENDICS V

Streetchildrenwere askedabouttheir backgroundanddemographic history,place of origin, ,familysize

anddetailsoftheirpresent life.

Table 1.General information offocusgroupdiscussion participants

Focus group discussion

No. of participants

Younger children group mixed gender(14-18)

6(4male and 2 female)

Table 2.General information ofthe in-depthinterview participants

Ng Age |sex Educational level | Placeoforigin | NGOs They support them Duration | Family
(Region where stayed On | size
theycamefrom) the Street
117 M oNdsrade Ambhararegion | EngawLengaw children and Elders | 7 6
Aid center

2 |16 F othGrade Oromia EngawLengaw children and Elders |2 5
Aid center

318 M MGrade Oromia EngawLengaw children and Elders | 10 7
Aid center

i Korea International VVolunteer

4 118 M oNdsrade DireDawa Organization(KVo) 12 5

5116 F Un educated Oromia Korea International VVolunteer 8 9
Organization(KVVO)

6 |17 M 7MGrade SNNP Korea International VVolunteer 5 7
Organization(KVO)
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